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by Father Bill McCarthy, MS5A

EDITOR'S NOTE: Falher Bill McCarthy, a
Scriplure scholar, I3 co-founder, along with
Sister Bernadelle, of MY FATHER'S HOUSE
al P.0O. Box 22, North Moodus Hoad,
Macdus, CT 06469. You may write him or
call hirm a1 {203) B73-1581. A leader In the
charismatic, cursilio and Marlan movements,
this per sonable healing priest 1s avallable for
Rstreals, Parish Missions, Youlh and speclal
programs such as Prayer Group lormation,
Lite In 1he Spirlt Seminars, Conlerences and

tiealing Missions,

th these apocalypiic times the
question arlses over and agaln, "How can |
teli It something ls coming from the Spirh of
God?”

First of ali there are certain realliles
over agalnst which all discernment Is
placed:

- thalt God, our Father, has a
wonderful plan that Ha reveals step by step
and moment by moment both individually
and collectively to His people,

- that ihis loving Father s
covenanted 1o walch over, guide, nurture

-.and protect His peopie.

- that this leving covenanted pian is

“reallzed most fully In the person of Jesus,

His Son, whom the Falher sent as the Way,
the Truth, and the Lile: :

- that Jesus has left His Spirit 10
guide His Body, the Chureh, down through

the ages.
- thal the Splrit speaks externally

(through the Church, the bible, signs,
sacraments, apparilons, evenls, persons,
symbols, experiences, elc.) but also
Internally through our thoughts, ous deepest
feelings, through dreams, vislons and
iMuitlons 10 each member of the Church
personally and to the Church as a whole.

- that the final cenainty of
individuals, apparitions, dreams, elc. lles
with the whole Chureh, whom the Spirit
protects from substantiat error.

Therelore, In discernment there are
certain princlples for Individual discernment.
{ shail wrile about coliscilve discernmant next llme.)

1} When i seek God with all my
heart | whl find Him (cf Jeremiah 31:34)
When one is ready to die (o self and seek
enly God, nine-tenths of the problems are
overcome,

2) 1 seek the will of God as
revealed by the Church and by the Spirh.
The Inspiratlon, the teachings of the Church,
and lhe Scriptures must be fn line. Wha Is
ol God wiil always be conslsient with the
Church and the Scriptures.

3) Next take Into account
providential clrcumstances that wiil often
polnt In one direction,

4) | seek wise counsef from a
Spiritual Director or wise frlend in the Lord.

5) Be willing 10 fast.

6} Look to the rult. "By their

frults you shail know them.”
7} Expect harassments and

diificulties for Satan will not staid by idle.
A~~~ - MY.FATHER'S HOUSE -

Discernment

How do | know if this is of God?

8) Expect Qmmv inner peace and

Joy desplie the struggle.
9) Be wllilng 1o walt for doors to

- open.

When the idea/event is not of God,
God says NO

When you are not right,
God says GAOW
When the time is not right,
God says SLOW
When everything is right,
God says GO/

‘If you really want 1o know what God
wanis you to do, simply ask Him. Make
sure youreally expect a solid answer lor
a double-minded person will bhe

unsetiled as a wave In the sea.*
(James 1 5-6)
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