SPIRIT DALY

The real story: Pope Pius XII was the greatest
friend of the Jews during the holocaust!

By Father Bill McCarthy, MSA (My Father's House) |

The real facts as the media hasn't presented them:

1. Pope Pius XTI did more than any other person to save Jewish lives during the
Holocaust, saving more than one million of them, 200,000 in Hungary, 50,000 in Poland,
360,000 in Bulgaria, 250,000 in Romania, 22,000 in Slovakia and 120,000 in Italy.

2. At the risk of losing his neutrality and the risk of his own life, he ordered all Catholic
convents, seminaries, monasteries, orphanages, and hospitals to be open to hide our Jewish
brothers and sisters.

3. In Rome occupied by Nazi troops, he harbored Jews within the Vatican itself to the
extent that the Nazis did in fact have a plan to invade and Kill the Pope and others.

4. While secretary to Pope Pius XI, the future Pope Pius XII wrote an encyclical lettér
warning the German people of the dangers of Hitler and Nazism. This letter written in

German was smuggled into Germany by Francis Spellman the future Cardinal of New
York

5. Between 1936 and 1943 Pope Pius XIT protested against Hitler and Nazism over 60
times. After the Dutch hierarchy officially protested the arrest and murder of Jews, Hitler
retaliated so forcefully with the deaths of added Catholics and Jews, that along with the
Red Cross the Vatican realized that any future protests would bring down fierce measures
of Nazi retaliation. From that point on all help for the Jews was carried out by the various
underground organizations that were saving the Jews by the tens of thousands.

6. When the head Rabbi of Rome had arranged significant funds as a ransom of Italian
Jews, it was Pope Pius XII who raised most of the ransom. The head Rabbi, in fact, became
a Catholic right after the war, taking the Pope's own name.



7. Right after the war, the B'nai Brith Scciety named Pope Pius X1I, Man of the Year, and
he was praised by every prominent Jewish leader from Golda Meir to the head Rabbl of
the United States. 4

8. When Adolf Eichmann's diaries were released by the Israeli government on March 1,
2000, Eichmannn, unwittingly, exonerated Pope Pius XII for as Eichmann wrote, Pope
Pius XII "vigorously protested the arrest of Jews, calling for the interruption of such .
action, otherwise the Pope would denounce it publicly.” Further on he stated in his diary:
"At the time, my office received the copy of the letter, that I immediately gave to my direct
superiors sent by the Catholic Church in Rome, in the person of Bishop Hudal, to the
commander of the German forces in Rome, General Stahel. The Church was vigorously
protesting the arrest of Jews of Italian citizenship, requesting that such actions be
interrupted throughout Rome and its surroundings. To the contrary, the Pope would
denounce it publicly. The Curia was especially angry because these incidents. were taking
place practically under Vatican windows. But, precisely at the time, without paying any -
attention to the Church's position, the Italian fascist government passed a law ordering the
deportation of all Italian Jews to concentration camps.

""The objective given and the excessive delay in the steps necessary to complete the
implementation of the operation, resulted in a great part of Italian Jews being able to .
hideand escape capture,"” Eichmann wrote, A good number of them hid in convents or
were helped by men and women of the Church.” . -

9, Sihce Pope Pius XI1 did so much more for his Jewish brothers and sisters than any -
other person on the face of the earth at that time, the largest monument for non-Jews -

should be erected at Yad Va Shem to Pope Pius X1I. It would also be wonderful if the head

Rabbi of Jerusalem followed the lead of Pope John Paul H and made a public apology en
behalf of the Jewish negativity toward Pope Pius XII -- whom hlstory will prove to be their
greatest friend.
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